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UHITART INFOaittTION 
I« Current Developmente : 



b. CXjATA Has l oside Track; Although the namee ot various persona Ilt les have 
been advanced by tha Japanese preaa, informed sources indlcate that CXMTA 
Taketora, well-knoen former newspaper editor and lat er a State Minister, haa the 
inside track on the position. OGATA was bom on 30 Jan 1888 in Fukuoka and ma 
graduated from ifeseda Univers ity in 1911 . He started out his Journal istic 
career eith the A aaka Asahi Shiabun in that year, and by 1934, he had eorked his 
way up to the post of Editor in Chief of the Tokyo Asahi . Since that time, he 
has served on nunerous government coomissions. During the past nar, he nas 
president of the Board of Information and, as such, nas a minister eithout 
portf olio in severel sartime Cabinets. 

OGATA has received considerable newspaper publicity in the past several 
months, and on some occasions, he has been men tion ed even as a successor to 
Prime Minister TOSHIDA. These rumors can perhaps be atbributed to the faet 
that he appears to be close to TOSHIDA, a relationshlp whlch derives its orlgin 
from their connectlons with the late KOJBCA Kazuo, influentlal liberal Party 
adviser who made TOSHIDA* s assumption to the Premlership possible on the 
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on th. occaaion of HATOfAMA-a basia for the publicity 

accordad OGATA la tha tramandoua baeking ha has fran hia old naaapapar. tha 
Aaahi, »hare ha atiU has graat influenca in addition to frienda and relatives 
in laportant posta. Tremendous opposition to OGATA is axpectad from laftists 
and libarala aliJca, hoaavar, becausa of his past connactiona with various 
ultranationallat organisations. Ha is still frequently idantifiad aith 
rlghtlst movementd* 
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